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RESPONSE TO THE NOTICE OF NON-COMPLIANT AMENDMENT 

Mail Stop Non-Fee Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

This communication is in response to the Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment 
mailed to applicants on September 17, 2003. Applicants believe they have received the 
Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment in error. The Notice states that the amendments 
have not been provided with the proper status identifier and specifically Claims 1, 3, 13, 
and 25 are highlighted as requiring the Status Identifier "currently amended" and not 
"original". Applicants believe that they have received this notice in error since in the 
request for reconsideration dated August 20, 2003 the only amendment applicants made 
to the claims were to cancel Claims 17-32 in response to a restriction requirement. 

Claims 1, 3, and 13 which were indicated as non-compliant were in fact not amended and 
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thus "original" claims. Claim 25 also indicated as non-compliant was cancelled. In 
summary, each claim was provided with the proper status identifier in the request for 
reconsideration of August 20, 2003. 

In summary, in light of this clarification applicants request that the August 20, 
2003 request for reconsideration be considered as compliant and the Notice of Non- 
Compliant Amendment be withdrawn. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Maryann Maas 
Attorney for Applicants) 
Reg. No. 38,954 
(847) 391-2137 (phone) 
(847) 391-2387 (fax) 



James W. Hellwege, Reg. No. 28,808 
Washington Counsel 
(703) 205-8021 
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